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REDONDO DISTRICT REST FOR
TORRANCE

Tonancg voters tomorrow
the education of the children of this community.

At two polling places within the city, electors will decide
VhIChJOf hloJMgh. school d:;'lrictf will be selected to provide the

Y. ¢ or the students of this city until the
Torrance Unified School district is formed later this :Zar.

On? voters of Tomance can decide this question, although
many families residing outside the confines of Torrance will be
concerned. Assurance is given that all students now attending
Torrance high school will "be able to continue attendance at
Torrance high school, whether the schoal is operated by Redondo
Union high school district or by continuing the affiliation with Los
Angeles City high school district. :

The, present school year will be completed under Los Angeles.

In September of this year, the district selected Frida (tomor-
row) will take over. Graduating students will have ‘their. credits
protected in both instances, and there will be very little change
in the scholastic program except for the better.

Yoters llvu'vg south of 190th st. ate asked to cast their Ballots
at Torrance high school between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Those living north of 190th st. will vote at the Perry school
from | p.m. to 7 p.m.
. This election is being ted by the office of the
County Superintendent of Schools in. accordance with the provi-
sions of Sedvom‘n%, 3463 and 3471, Education Code, which
provides that a fewly, formed city school district, such as Tor-
rance, must select an adjoining-district to conduct its high school
affairs during the formative stages of the new-city school district.

Torrance will become a part either of Redondo Union high
school district or Los, Angeles City high school district for one
’ur only. Torrance Uhified Schoo?distlict will control all’ schools
rom kindergarten-through high school on July 1, 1948, <aicis
of Torrance in the new

will decide an issue important to

It is pointed out that the membership
El Camino college district will be dccicred automatically by the_
same  ballot. Py }

If Torrance goes info Redondo district, the area becomes a
part of El Camino distiict; if not, the students here’remain in
.the Los Angeles Junior college district without a local school. to.

< aftend; o

Electors” are urged '{o vote tomorrow, ‘Frida‘m to join the Re-
-dondo Union high school district for the future education of the
children of this community. . i -

_* FIRST BOARD OF EDUCATION

The people of Torrance, at long last, will .assume control of
their schools this year, and the first Torrance Board of Education
will be elected by the people on March I8,

This Board of Education is faced with a terrific responsibility
and months of long haurs and hard work.

The members will ‘be "'on the spot" from the time they take
oath of office. They will be-expected to carry through and pro-
vide the finest school system in California, in the city of Torrance.

They will be watched -closely. by the people of Torrance, by
the parents of our school children; each act will be subjected to
sclutiny ' of an interested citizenry; there will be among our
people those who will be prepared to heap criticism and ridicule
upon them; there will (be those who soon will forget that we are
building an’ absolutely new ‘school system and who will expect the
Board of Education to. function as if the members were ol:l timets
at the game. 3

The job of ‘the first Tomance Board of *Education, ‘an his-
toric board it will be, will not be easy. They. will serve without pay,
under provisions of the City Charter, F

Therefore, in the face of the tremendous task which faces the

first Tomance Board of Educhtion, the people of Torrance should
m;g‘n ideration tg those awng us who are thoroughly aware of
the job~ahead: of them 'm&,’ 6 Have had ‘cloiz contact with the.
~during the months of investigation - an paignin.j
ich brought about the writing and adaption of the City Charter
which ‘has provided for Torrance the Torrance City School system,
" Tried” and tested, aware of the temper of the people of
Torrance, the contests of its various factions, are the members
of the Torrance Charter Committee which has done an admirable
job in’ bringing to the people of Tomance the control of their
own “schools.
They are; Howard A. Wood, M. D., James L. Lynch, Mrs.
Mina ghidlﬂ, Carl D. Steele and Mrs. Grace Washburn Wright.

. Unfortunately, Mrs. Shidler has stated definitely that she can-
not be a ‘candidate for the' first Board Education, and in her
stead, the hame of Mrs. Evelyn Cam, chairman of the Tomrance
Parents Association, - automatically is placed.

The Charter Committee: was aopainted by Mayor Sherfey and
the ‘City Council 1o, perform the task of writing ‘the charter, con-
ducting. the -campaign for (its  adoption and “seeing it through
the ' various steps: leading to ratification and actual election of

rd « ucation: | Mrs. Carr has been a close advisor on
these tasks, "

Let us stuay_ the

records and qualifications of this group.

.Dr. Wood was bom in South Dakota in 1894. He took his
pre-medical ¢ourse at Winfield College, McMinnville, Ore., com-
‘pleting it at Yale, where he uecivcdq his M. D. degree In 1925.
:h came to Califo in'11926 and practiced in Long Beach'
until moving to Bea nt in 1935, There, while engaged in

ivate - practice, he’ elected to the Beaumont Union High
g:lmél &ml of  Trustees. and’ 'the- B t Elementary District’

Board of Trustees. Asia member of the Board of Trustees at

Beaumont, Calif., he became 'thoroughly versed ‘in school. prob-
lems and directed the construction of a new school plant there.
He came to Torrance, \where he associated with Dr. John W.
Beeman and ‘Dh. Clifford E. Easley in' 194). He has been
active in the charter and school campaign since it was undertaken
in 1944, % ;

James L. Lynch was born in Maine in 1902 and cducagzd in
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TORRANCE VOTERS URGED
T0 SELECT REDONDO HIGH
IN SCHOOL VOTE FRIDAY

Torrance voters tomorrow, Jan 24, will be asked to decide
whether Torrance City School district shall become a part of
Redondo . Union High School district in the interim required be-
fore Torrance Unified School district can be formed, or whether
the district shall be part of tke Los Angles City High School
*district.

The election is required by the
Education Code.

Two polling places have been
provided by the office of the
County Superintendent of
Schools. 5 A
. One is. at the Torrance High
#| school, open from 7 am. to .7
p.m., for voters residing South
of 190th street.

The other is at Perry School,
open from 1 pm. to 7 p.m,, for
voters residing North of 190th
street. 3

Only qualified electors of ‘the
City of Torrance may vote,

While the issue does not ap-

From Acquiring

REPORT TORRAHCE WATER
WELL CONTAMINATED WITH
SALT WATER: FIRST HERE

Residents of Torrance this week are giving thanks to the
wisdom of the people .on March 13, 1931, when they voted
Torrance into the Metropolitan Water District, for it has been
sevealed that already one North Torrance water 'well has
become Saline ¥ = e
The well which is going to
salt water is-located on the Jo-

shoestring strip area are the
hly sections of the entire West

Congressional Investigation Looms
Into Maneuvers To Prevent Torrance
Control of Airport

*x 5
| Congresslonal inquiry into maneuvers contrary: to the' in-

| terests of the City of Torrance in its attempt to acquire: all
| of the former Lomita flight strip as a municipal airport has
| 'been demanded by Rep., Cecil R. King following the reeeipt
‘ of information in Washington that interests other than' gevern..
7 ————kmental subdivisions are * pre-

'paring to assume control of ‘thée

| L] o

Council Acted %z em i sl
i I_ t 'I' Get [ Foy e st the Corp o e
‘ 00 | a e o i‘glneers' in Washington  had ‘o1
| = - | dered the Los Angeles divigion
Special Census

|

loffice of the Engineersado
| “grant immediate entry” ‘fo“the
‘| Cit;
Torrance is foo late to get
a special census and thereby

y gf Torrance to the owhglo
| airport under a War Assets’Ad:
ministration interim license :f0

J{'too heavy to handle alone.

OTTO' B. WILLETT
Named City Attorney

Willett Gets
City Attorney
RAppointment

Otto B. ‘Willett was named
city attorney of Torrance effec-
tive Feb. 1 by the City Council
Tuesday night,

Willett's appointment, - under
Civil Service rules, is tempo-
rary pending an examination
by the Civil Service board. He
must place among the three top
men to get the permanent job.

Attorney Willett will succeed
to the position occupied by John
E. McCall for nine years. Mc:
Call resigned’ due to tite press
of his-private law practi¢e Which
is requiring ‘him to spend much
of his time outside of the con.
fines of Los Angeles County and
California,

The 'position remains on a
temporary basis, the salary be-
ing $2656 ‘a month. Willett also
has a private .aw practice.

The new city attorney has
been filling a newly credted po-
sition - as deputy city attorney
and prosecutor during the past

‘| year. Whether or not this posi-

tion will be filled-again or abo-
lished was not announced. The
office of‘ deputy was created at
the request of McCall, who said
that the work of his office was

One additional application was
handed the City Council Tues-
day, night, by W. E. Kalbfleisch,
whose letter said that .he had
been practicing law for 15 years,
It was ordered placed on file.

During the war Willett occu-
pied the bench of Torrance City
court.

pear on the ballot, one of the
principal reasons of the Tor-
rance Charter Committee and

| “others in urging- the vofers to

select Redondo Union High
School district (No. 2 on the,
baliot), is that it automatically
mlmpllce Torrance.in El Ca-

Junior College district.
-It is reported that unless the
vote is im favor of Redondo,

Torrance will be unable to
join El Camino district. The
coliege will be built at Alondra
park, ‘adjoining Torrance on
the north. Los Angeles has
provided no local junior college
facilities  for the students of
Torrance. ’,

Redondo 'Union High School
district Boaird . of Trustees is
prepared to take over the Tor-
rance High School plant as of
July, 1947, a.nd to conduct
classes there for the year until
Torrance Unified School district,
formed later this year, takes
over in July, 1948. Meanwhile,
only the elementary schools will
be under the Torrance Board of
Education, to be elected March
18, this year.

In a letter to Dr. Howard A.

¢“| Wood, chairman of the Charter

Committee, Robert Russell, pres-
ident of the sRedondo Union High
School district Board of Trustees,
expressed the willingness of that
board to handle Torrance High
School students and classes-dur-
ing the next school year.

The seniors graduating in the
W47 and S'47 classes will re-
ceive diplomas from Los Angeles.

If the voters select Redondo
tomorrow, the Seniors of W’48
and S'48 will receive diplomas
from: Redondo, but their credits
and status will be' altered in no
way. However, it has been
pointed out, Redondo has had
one of the highest scholastic
standards in California, thus
making the diploma much more
valuable. g

President . Russell
Wood in his letter: 3

“On_behaif of the Board of+
Trustees of the Redondo Union

High School District I wish to

éxpress the willingness of the

board to take care of the Tor-

(Continued on Page 7-A)

told Dr.

Retail Merchants Division Of
Chamber Of Commerce Organized

" To unite the retail merchants of ,Torrance and to foster a
more close cooperation, among: the citizens generally, nearly a

score of Torrance merchants met in the Chamber of Commerce

the schools there. He came to California first in 1923,
o Maine and then. again to Califomia, where he purchased an
orange grove at.Redlands. He operated the orange grove until
1935, going then to'Los ‘Angeles, where he was engaged in the
sales business. ‘Mr. Lynch. came to Torrance in 1940, purchasing
the Torrance Hotel which he now owns and operates together
with the several stoterooms in the building. Mr. and Mrs. Lynch,
and their six children ages two 1o 16, teside at the family home,
. (Continued on Page 4:A)

This i§ how your balot will appear tomorrow, when you go

office y y to orf the Retail Merchanits division of the
Torrance Chamber of Commerce. The group is limited to Tor-
rance men
it was pointed out.

to the to select the high school district to which Torrance
City district will belong:
(Sample)
. BALLOT ~.
Indicate choloe by placing an (X) In the square showing
the !ﬂzhyg:ool l)lltll"lyot to which you wish the Torrance City
School District to belong: -
Los Angeles City High School District
NO. L of Lol Angeles County
Redondo' Unlon High School District
NO. 2. of Los Angeles County

County Area Asks
To Join Torrance
School District

When the question of fixing
the school district to which
the area now .In the Perry
elementary school district, bu®
outside Torrance {imits, will
belong starting July 1, 1047,
comes before the Board of
Supervisors, the county board.

sl to Tarrance City school
district. The orily other cholce
would be the Redondo elemen-
‘tary district. Z

Residents of the unincor:
porated section known as El
Nido strongly favor. the Tor-
rance City school district, It
pointed. out, because of the

Nido, like all northwest
n in Redondo

| papers!

- Temporary. officers are: Irving.
Wieder, Allen Jewelerers, chair-
man; Paul Diamond, _Gay Shop,

$ S
Lee,’ Bernard's - Family = Shoe
store, financial secretary.
The next meeting of the group

is scheduled for Wediesday at|’

10 am, in the Chamber office.
The group |s organizing to
‘“protect their common interest
in the matter of buying and
selling merchandise; to strive to
rid Torrance of unscrupulous
dealers; to foster truthful ad-
vertising;' to support just laws
and oppose unfair ones and
work for closer and more effec.
tive cooperation among business
men. It is distinctly understood
that no combination or agree-
ment for the maintaining or
regulation of prices shall be
made by this organization,”
‘The group is inviting all Tor-
rance merchants to the next and
succeeding ‘meetings in an ef-
fort to build a solid organiza-
tion .to advance the merchants'

seph Svitek property at 182nd
st. and Yukon ave. 5
This is the first well as far

contaminatéd With™ocean water,
the others being in the area as
far as "two miles inland from
Manhattan Beach.. It is located
in Torrance Municipal ~Water
District No. 2, just recently
formed and which will -be in op-
eration using Metropolitan wa-
ter within a year.

The announcement of the salt
well came on the heels, of fail-
ure of the people of the entire
West Basin to heed the warn-
ing of salt water intrusion into
the basin.and form a Municipal
Water district. . The. idea was
voted- down Jan. 14, principally
due to the claims of private wa-
ter company interests that “we
have plenty of water” and “we
don’t have to worry about salt
water coming into our wells.”

Such -opposition had been used
against the formation of M.W.D.
No. 2 in-'North Torrance, but
the voters approved the district
overwhelmingly.

Torrance and Los - Angeles

inland which~has sheen=repapteds!

Basin with membership in Me-
tropolitan. =
=aiPhebeach otz s TppR»in-fa-

vor of the ‘forn-\ation of the Mu-{.

nicipal Water District on Jan.
14, byt were out-voted by inland
areas and the. district plap
failed. P, :

‘It is said the areas which
voted in favor of the district
will attempt to form a smaller

secure additional gas tax
funds, it was announced Tues-
a8y night at

e City ‘y(':aun-
Letivtyeicnd

the City’ of Torrance co
f the. Lomita flight
urisdiction phﬂh& ;

{l meeting.. vyt =
A letter from the Bureau
of Census responding to fthe
application of Torrance for a
- special census informed tae
councll that since the peris
of the war emergency had
ended no further special popu-

lation counts will be taken.
Many California ecities had
d and special

unit to join Metr itan.
“Eminent water authorities, in-

cludfng officials of the United |

States Geological Survey, had
warned that because of the over-
draft of ground water in wells
of the West Basin, the water
level was dropping to a point
where the flow'of .underground
streanis Is inland from the
ocean. In the year gone by, the
water had been flowing .under-
ground toward the ocean. This
reversal, plus dropping water le-
vels, is said to be responsible
for the salt water intrusion.

-

to  serve North Torrance will
proceed much faster than antici-
pated, ‘according to estimates
given by William Stange.r, man-
ager of Torrance Municipal Wa-
ter districts.

Manufacturers of the pipe
needed for development of the
system are promising 100-day
delivery at this time, whereas a
few weeks ago the best they
gould schedule was from 12.to
18- month delivery. .

Stanger said that pipe
been ordered for carrying Me-
tropolitan water to several new

‘tracts along Crenshaw: blvd., and

this will proceed ahead of the
overall district plan because of
the necessity for new housing
in Torrance.

Aimed ultimately: at providing
Metropolitan water for several
new tracts along Crenshaw blvd.,
considerable 10-inch pipe already
has been ordered. These include
the Metro Congtruction Co. tract
and the Homer Bales develop-
ment. Twelve-inch pipe has been
ordered for a section along 190th
st. to facilitate construction pro-
Jects.

The water department has
prepared estimates on the cost
of installation of water mains
in several tracts, and arrange-
ments may be made for con-
struction work by the city paid
for by the developers. This, cost
to the developers. would be re-
bated up to 70 percent over a

nas |

Development Of Water System In
orth Torrance Proceeds Rapidly

Construction of water malnsq,period of 10 years, according to

Stanger.
On the Bales tract, at 174th

st. and Crenshaw blvd., an esti-
mate of $16.640 was p;‘epared.
This would cost $87.58 per lot

with a refund provided of $63.31

per lot over a. period of 10

years.
Stanger said

been

teria section, however, it is es-
timated that the North Torrance

system will move much more ra.
pidly than the one in Southwest

Torrance,

. Considerable development
North Torrance is contemplated
with the coming of a municipal

water. system, with’ almost 600
hpmes being planned there by

subdividers for immediate con-
struction. oh
The overall North Torrance

plan calls for a half-mile grid

system of mains, constructed un-
issue

der the $174,000 bond
voted recently. Water would be
carried to-lot lines by the dis-

that orders
for Metropolitan connections for
both the North Torrance and
Walteria water  districts have
issued through Taylor &
Taylor, water- engineers. Due to
\the many problems in the Wal-

in

- cour:its and thereby secured a
| greater quanitity of motor ve-
hicle and gas tax funds.
Torrance City Council had
been talking about asking for
the special count, but only a
few weeks ago goy around to
making formal application:
The city now must wait un-,
. til 1950 before an official
count of the number of peo-
ple can be secured, that being
the year. when the next reg-
ular censys ‘will be taken.

Alondra Park
Co |
Before Warren.

Assembly Bill 62, by Glen M.
Anderson, which will permit
the conveyance of a portion of
Alondra Park to the El Camino
Junior College for its campus,
passed by both houses of the
Legisiature, is now  awaiting
the signature of the Governor.
" And in his ar
for the bill, pointed out how
this. method of securing ‘75
acres for the site of the Junior
College will save the ' tax-
payers of the distriot approxi-
mately $150,000.00.

He further statéd that the
Federal Government. has indi-
cated. 1t will -make available
to the district, when it secures
» definate campus, at lcast
ten or twelve large bulldinrs

" rance to the - whole IIM

llege Bill

.fees for tie-down amounting

Congressman King told th:
mayor that the W.A.A. leense.
had been informally authotized,

The "Corps of Engineers of-
tice in Washington ‘asked"the
Los Angeles division to expe
dite entry of the City ‘of Tor:

stating that a
inquiry was involved in*
whole matter. This entry,-

ever, had not been ds 1de

by the city up to last nig
Meanwhile a group of I
bers of the .Civil “Air

backed financially by half-di
Lomita business men, were:
to be preparing to make' eff
tive a five-year lease to all:
airport except the flight 5
itself, which had -been ::
previously under perpetual It A
to the City of Torrance, 4n
250-foot area ~on either dw
the mile-long runway . which"
been dedicated as “Zam|
field.”
This iease, it was said, i§
ject to change of control
airport in favor of a
ency eligible " tg
control, and it is ‘asSumi
the City of Torrance is ti
qualified agency which =
quested use and 'occupancy:

the. airport. i
the  CAP.
reparing |

However, while
group is said to be pi
to take over, some 100 &
are tied; down on.the

from $1,000 to $1,500 a'
are being lost 'to .the
Torrance. In addition,
able aircraft and engine 3
being carried on: there and the
sale of gasoline amoun

hundreds * of gallons dal

was preparing tc
gotiations for To

row located at n Cali-
fornia. air bases.

take over the entire
he

The B in-
terest is. prompted by the
large proportion of ex-G.L’s
now. enrolled in El Camino
Junior College. This will save
the taxpayers of the ‘district
another huge sum. ¥

Interested parties  should
write Governor Warren urg-
ing his signing the bill as soon
as possible.

TRAILER, PARK DENIED

A $15,000 trailer park at 21729
So. Figueroa st. this week met a
denial for ‘construction by the
Civilian Production . Administra-

trict, the householder paying

the cost from the lot line to the

point of consumption. 3
Estimates also have been pre-

Governors Fron

the airport could -not
because of the

granted

.Ing negotiations of the |
lease. This letter, dated
15, was signed by (
Spickard, chief of the Los .

(Continued on Page l‘-h).
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il
X

‘pared for installation of water
mains in the Kettler tract at

Sepulvedd - blvd, and Narbonne
ave,, it was said.

tion. Applicants for the building
of. the park were Mr. and Mrs,
B. C. Gindling of the same ad-
dress.

program, Membership is con-
fined. to ‘any h of
T Chamber of C ce

in ' good standing, engaged In
the business of selling merchan:
dige at retall, utility companies,
banks, "credlt associations, news-

eral Pet Corp.
to Mexico. Pictured,
Govémor Alberto V,

Kiwanis Club, an:

Dean Sears, chairman of
planned by the local club Feb, 20, (Torrance Heral

MEXICAH GOVERNORS 'VIS“; HERE . . . Two governors of Mexicen states visited the Gen-

proj:c!:d tour

+

rlnnt last week, and met with local business men to discuss a
eft to right, are W. M. McElroy, vice presi of G | P
Aldrete St of Baja California, Mayor Hugh Sherfey Jr. of Torrance, Gov-
ernor J. M. Rodriguez of the state of Aguascalientes, Edwin B. Browd, president of the Tomance
Kiwanis Intemational ''On-to-Mexico" good will tour,

!d_ photo.)

Ny

Corp.;

7

Mexico Guests
At Local Plant

Torrance industrial Indt""oﬁl(uq
leaders met last week withitwn |
governors of Mexico and e,
Baja California and A ascal:
entes, and’' traded “good neigh:
bor" greetings. e

The noted visitors, GoVi"Ak
berto V. Aldrete and Gov. ;
Rodriguez were met by W.
McElroy of the General
eum Corporation, Mayor
Sherfey, Edwin B. Brown ‘and
Dean Scars of the Torrance Ki‘

wanis Club at the General Petrols
eum Torrance plant, s

After an expresion of
clation of 'General Pel
contribution to the oll i :
and amazment of the gro 5
development of Torrance
the last ten years, the 5} 5
nors told of the plans now .;
der way ‘in their own b
which will have a direct re 8
to the peace and prospel
both United States and

Governor Aldrete, of B
fornla, told Brown and
Sears of his plans to
and entertain Torrance K




